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FOREWORD

Clyde F. E. Roper, Michael Vecchione
and Michael J. Sweeney

This memorial issue of the Bulletin of Marine Science is published in honor
and recognition of Prof. Gilbert L. Voss (1918-1989). The volume is comprised
of papers from two sources: (1) former students and colleagues presenting a variety
of marine biological topics, and (2) a symposium on cephalopods convened in
honor of Gil Voss.

A biographical overview of Gil Voss' career and contributions to marine science
is presented in the first paper in this volume; references to other biographical and
obituary sources are provided there as well. Gil was a major force in research on
cephalopods and other aspects of marine biology for nearly four decades, and we
believe that this collection of research papers will stand as a permanent tribute
to that contribution. With his stature as Professor of Biological Oceanography at
the Rosensteil School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences at the University of
Miami, Florida, Voss had substantial influence on students, colleagues, the ocean-
ographic establishment, fisheries workers, conservationists, and environmental
public policy in South Florida, the United States, and the world.

Following Gil Voss' death, the editor of the Bulletin of Marine Science an-
nounced a general call for papers for a memorial issue. This also seemed an
appropriate outlet for the publication of the proceedings of a symposium then
being organized in Voss' honor. Voss had been instrumental in helping to found
the Bulletin. contributing to its success with editorial and consulting support and
numerous papers.

The eleven non-symposium papers contributed by Gil's colleagues and former
students cover an array of marine biological subjects, including the systematics
of cnidarians, crustaceans, and mollusks as well as the ecology of planktonic
mollusks and phytoplankton.

The Gilbert L. Voss International Symposium on the Systematics, Biology and
Fisheries of Recent Cephalopods was conducted at the Marine Biological Labo-
ratory in Woods Hole, Massachusetts on 5-7 June 1990 under the sponsorship
ofthe American Malacological Union (at its annual meeting) and in conjunction
with the Cephalopod International Advisory Council, which Gil helped to found.
The symposium attracted over 50 invited and contributed papers from scientists
of 17 countries. In addition, 15 posters were presented and 22 abstracts were
received from contributors unable to attend the symposium. A number of movie
and videotape presentations concerning cephalopod research also were shown.
Over 100 participants attended the symposium. Included in the present issue are
41 papers from the symposium, as well as 44 symposium abstracts.

The Voss Symposium, and consequently this volume, are distinguished by
several highlights. There is a high diversity of topics, encompassing biography
and history, biogeography, systematics and nomenclature, morphology, evolution,
physiology, embryology, growth, ecology, distribution and population structure,
prey and predation, and fisheries. The quality of the presentations and other
manuscripts accepted for publication was high. All were peer-reviewed. The age-
frequency distribution of participants was broad, with an encouraging secondary
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peak of students and young scientists; this bimodal distribution bodes well for
the future of cephalopod research. Gil Voss would have been bery pleased!-
(C.F.E.R., M.J.S.) Department of Invertebrate Zoology (Mollusks), National Mu-
seum of History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC 20560; (M. v.) NOAA/
National Marine Fisheries Service, Systematics Laboratory, National Museum of
Natural History, Washington, DC 20560.


